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made himself short-sighted by doing this generally face down-
wards on the floor." At nine, he went to a preparatory school at
Bournemouth, to which he was taken by his father's confidential
clerk, the original of old Gradman, who likewise escorted Soames
when he was a "shaver". In due time, he proceeded to Harrow,
where his career followed the same even tenor of normality;
he was a sound but not outstandingly brilliant scholar, adequate
at games, a good disciplinarian as a monitor, ruling rather by his
prestige and being generally liked than by severity, and finished
as captain of football, first string at gymnastics, and a notable
athlete. He therefore went up to New College, Oxford, in 1886,
with the credentials of a "blood", and being "a little intoxicated
on the novels of Whyte-Melville," probably followed a very
similar course to that attributed to Young Jolyon in "A Sad
Affair" of On Forsyte 'Change. He belonged to most of the best
clubs, including Vincent's, the Grid., and the O.ILD.S., of which
he was an interested member, his favourite study was Ruff's
Guide to the Turf, and as a strained heart prevented his sustaining
his school reputation as a footballer and athlete, he was mainly
associated with the hunting set. He led " the conventional life
of the well-to-do, not very intellectual undergraduate," enjoyed
the reputation of being "the best-dressed man in College," and
possessed " a certain nonchalance and languor of manner which,
to those who did not know him, gave the impression of superior-
ity." He took a second-class honours degree in law, and a
year after leaving Oxford, gained his call to the bar in 1890;
he made some pretence to begin practising, but acquired only
that intimate knowledge of legal procedure which enabled him
to make it the butt of incisive satire in his books.

Whether on account of an unfortunate love-afeir, or merely
because his father, seeing that he had dutifully fulfilled the
parental wish that he should qualify for the law, decided. Eke
Old Jolyon, that his soa was "an amiable chap", he was allowed
to seek widening experience in travel; he went oa trips to
Vancouver and Russia, as well as making a protracted tour to the
South Seas, Australia, and South Africa, in company with
E. L. Sanderson, the friend who figures prominently in the
correspondence of Conrad and Edward Garnetr, as well as